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ATOMIC FORCE MICROSCOPE AND DRIVING METHOD THEREFOR 

TECHNICAL FIELD OF THE INVENTION 



'5" "" The present: "~iTiventT.o^ ' ari""a€6rrric 

force microscope and a driving method therefor; and, more 
particularly, to an atomic force microscope equipped with 
plural scanning probes capable of observing the topography 
of a sample at high speed with a high resolution under the 

10 atmospheric pressure and to a driving method therefor. 



BACKGROUND ART 

A variety of techniques have been utilized to observe 
15 the topography of a surface, such as the surface of a 
semiconductor device. A scanning probe microscope such as 
an atomic force microscope (AFM) is a microscope capable of 
observing a surface with a high resolution in nanometer or 
sub-nanometer range without damaging the surface observed by 
20 scanning the surface using, as a feedback signal, a signal 
generated by the inter-atomic force between the surface 
observed and a tip provided on a scanning probe, while 
keeping a constant interval between the surface observed and 
the tip. 

25 U.S. Pat. No. 5,338,932 entitled "METHOD AND APPARATUS 

FOR MEASURING THE TOPOGRAPHY OF A SEMICONDUCTOR DEVICE" 
issued to Theodore et al. discloses an apparatus and method 
for performing a combination of atomic force microscopy and 
scanning tunneling microscopy measurements to provide an 

30 accurate representation of a surface' s topography and a 
material composition- A variable flexibility probe of the 
apparatus includes a reference element, a variable stiffness 
element, a support member, a conductive tip and a force 
element. A first end of the reference element and a first 

35 end of the variable stiffness element are attached to the 
support member so that the reference and the variable 
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sriffness element form two parallel cantilever arms that 
project from the support member. 

The force element is attached to both the reference and 
the variable stiffness element- The force element applies a 
variable force to the variable stiffness element in order to 
vary the stiffness or spring-constant of the variable 
stiffness element. Although the variable flexibility probe 
can perform a combination of atomic force microscopy and 
scanning tunneling microscopy measurements, it would be 
difficult to downscale the dimension of the variable 
flexibility probe in order to construct a system employing a 
plurality of the variable flexibility probes, since the 
variable flexibility probe is made of two parallel 
cantilever arms separated from each other with a small gap 
and including the force element therebetween. 

U.S. Pat. No. 5,468, 959 entitled "SCANNING PROBE 
MICROSCOPE AND METHOD FOR MEASURING SURFACES BY USING THIS 
MICROSCOPE" issued to Tohda et al . discloses a scanning 
probe microscope of advanced functions combining atomic 
force microscopy and scanning tunneling microscopy equipped 
with an active cantilever and a method for observing 
surfaces by using this microscope. This microscope may be 
operated at the atmospheric pressure, however, it will be 
preferable to place this microscope in a super-high vacuum 
if a measurement for obtaining detailed information of a 
clean sample surface is required. While this microscope has 
an advantage capable of being operated under the atmospheric 
pressure, it would be difficult to downscale the dimension 
of a scanning probe employed in the microscope since the 
scanning probe has a large structure for varying a stiffness 
or spring-constant of the scanning probe as similar to the 
one by Theodore et al. 

U.S. Pat. No. 5,723,775, entitled "ATOMIC FORCE 
MICROSCOPE UNDER HIGH SPEED FEEDBACK CONTROL" issued to 
Watanabe et al . discloses an atomic force microscope (AFM) 
capable of performing a high-speed feedback control achieved 
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by decreasing the mass of a cantilever including an axial 
driving actuator while eliminating drawbacks caused by the 
decrease in mass. The AFM scans the structure of a sample 
to be observed while keeping the constant interval between 
_.t-he ~su-rface--of --the -sampl-e--an-d-- a" tip" 'p-rovXd'ed--ori- "a "scanning 
probe. However, an image representing the topography of the 
sample surface will be degraded when the tip is contaminated 
by impurities, e.g., dusts, drops of water and the like 
which may exist on the surface of the sample observed under 
the atmospheric pressure. 

As described above, none of the aforementioned patents 
teach a system with plural scanning probes and a driving 
method therefor capable of observing the topography of a 
sample surface. When a system employing plural scanning 
probes is constructed by employing one of techniques 
described in the aforementioned patents, it will end up to 
be an expensive and bulky system. Therefore, it is 
desirable to provide a system, which is inexpensive and of a 
compact size, with plural scanning probes and a driving 
method therefor in order to observe the topography of a 
sample surface at high speed with a high resolution under 
the atmospheric pressure. 



DISCLOSURE OF THE INVENTION 



It is, therefore, an object of the present invention 
to provide an atomic force microscope capable of observing 
the topography of a sample at high speed with a high 
resolution under the atmospheric pressure and a driving 
method therefor. 

In accordance with one aspect of the present invention, 
there is provided an atomic force microscope (AFM) capable 
of observing the topography of a sample surface at high 
speed with a high resolution under the atmospheric pressure, 
comprising: a plurality of scanning probes for measuring the 
sample surface, wherein each of the scanning probes includes 
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a cantilever having a tip and a first and a second actuator; 
means for detecting a light beam reflected from said each of 
the scanning probes to convert same into a first signal 
depending on a second signal; and means for driving the 
scanning probes by generating a third and a fourth signal 
and detecting information regarding the topography of the 
sample surface, wherein the first actuator performs a 
tapping operation in response to the third signal, the 
second actuator performs a positioning operation in response 
to the fourth signal and the frequency of the third signal 
is higher than that of the fourth signal. 

In accordance with another aspect of the present 
invention, there is provided an atomic force microscope 
capable of observing the topography of a sample surface at 
high speed with a high resolution under the atmospheric 
pressure, comprising: a scanning probe matrix having N x M 
scanning probes thereon for measuring the sample surface, 
wherein each of the scanning probes includes a cantilever 
having a tip and a first and a second actuator, N and M 
being positive integers greater than 1, respectively; means 
for detecting a light beam reflected from said each of the 
scanning probes to convert same into an electrical signal; 
and means for driving the scanning probes by generating a 
reference and a servo signal and detecting information 
regarding the topography of the sample surface, wherein the 
first actuator performs a tapping operation in response to 
the reference signal, the second actuator performs a 
positioning operation in response to the servo signal and 
the frequency of the reference signal is higher than that of- 

the servo signal. 

In accordance with still another aspect of the present 
invention, there is provided a method for driving an atomic 
force microscope (AFM) with plural scanning probes capable 
of observing the topography of a sample surface at high 
speed with a high resolution under the atmospheric pressure, 
comprising the steps of: a) vibrating, responsive to a 
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reference signal, a first actuator provided on each of the 
scanning probes; b) detecting a deflection amount of a 
cantilever provided with a tip at its free end; and c) 
transmitting a servo signal to a second actuator based on 
5. -the - deflection amount of the cantilever; wherein 'the 
cantilever provided on said each of the scanning probes and 
the first and second actuator are provided on the cantilever 
opposite to the free end where the tip is provided. 

10 BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

The above and other objects and features of the 
present invention will become apparent from the following 
description of preferred embodiments given in conjunction 
15 with the accompanying drawings/ in which: 

Fig. 1 illustrates a schematic diagram of an atomic 
force microscope (AFM) capable of observing the topography 
of a sample surface in accordance with the present 
invention; 

20 Fig. 2 shows a detailed diagram of a light beam scanner 

shown in Fig. 1; 

Fig. 3 represents a cross-sectional view of a scanning 

probe of one preferred embodiment taken along a dotted line 

P-P' shown in Fig. 1; 
25 Fig. 4 depicts a cross-sectional view of a scanning 

probe unit of another preferred embodiment in accordance 

with the present invention; 

Fig. 5 exemplifies a block diagram of a driving control 

unit shown in Fig. 1; and 
30 Fig. 6 is a flow chart for explaining the driving 

operation of the AFM in accordance with the present 

invention . 
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- MODES OF CARRING OUT THE INVENTION 

Preferred embodiments of the present invention will be 
described with reference to Figs. 1 to 6, which are given by 
way of illustration only and are not to be considered as 
limiting the present invention. 

Referring to Fig. 1, there is illustrated a schematic 
block diagram of an atomic force microscope (AFM) 100 with 
plural scanning probes in accordance with the present 
invention, wherein the AFM 100 is capable of observing the 
topography of a sample surface at high speed with a high 
resolution under the atmospheric pressure- As shown in Fig. 
1, the AFM 100 comprises a light beam source unit 110, a 
light beam scanner 120, a scanning probe unit 130, a light 
beam detection unit 140, a driving control unit 150 and a 
display unit 160. 

The light beam source unit 110 emits a light beam, 
preferably, e.g., a laser beam, to the light beam scanner 
120. The light beam source unit 110 may include, e.g., a 
laser diode (LD) , a light emitting diode (LED), or the like. 
The light beam scanner 120 is mechanically connected to a 
supporting member (not shown) and is electrically connected 
through a line L16 to the driving control unit 150. The 
light beam scanner 120 receives the light beam emitted from 
the light beam source unit 110 to sequentially perform a 
scanning operation through a light scanning path A, B, or C 
on a corresponding scanning probe 131a, 131b, or 131c of the 
scanning probe unit 130, in response to a position signal 
provided through a line L16 from the driving control unit 
150. 

The scanning probe unit 130 includes three scanning 
probes 131a, 131b and 131c, each of which is electrically 
connected to the driving control unit 150 through a common 
line L14 and a line L15a, L15b, and L15c, respectively. For 
the sake of simplicity, it is illustrated that the scanning 
probe unit 130 is made of three scanning probes 131a to 131c 
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only, but those skilled in the art will well understand that 
the scanning probe unit 130 may be made of plural scanning 
probes, if necessary. The scanning probe unit 130 reflects 
the light beam emitted from the light beam source unit 110 
^^^°^9h- a -1-ight -ref l-ecti-on -path-A' - B'-^or C'" "i6 "the "light" 
beam detection unit 140. 

The light beam detection unit 140 is electrically 
connected through lines L13a and L13b to the driving control 
unit 150. The light beam detection unit 140 may be made of 
a switching block 144 and three photo-detectors 142a to 142c, 
the number of the photo-detectors being same as the number 
of the scanning probes 131a to 131c. Each photo-detector is 
electrically connected to the switching block 144. Each of 
photo-detectors 142a to 142c includes an electrical signal 
amplifier (not shown) and converts the light beam reflected 
by the scanning probe unit 130 into a corresponding 
electrical signal to amplify it to a predetermined signal 
level by using the electrical signal amplifier. The display 
unit 160 is electrically coupled to the driving control unit 
150. 

Referring to Fig. 2, there is shown a detailed diagram 
of the light beam scanner 120 illustrated in Fig. 1, As 
shown in Fig. 2, the light beam scanner 120 includes a first 
electrode 210, an electro-displacive layer 220, a second 
electrode 230, a total mirror 240 and a variable voltage 
source 250. The electro-displacive layer 220 is inserted 
between the first electrode 210 and the second electrode 230. 
The total mirror 240 is deposited on the second electrode 
230, opposite to the electro-displacive layer 220. The 
variable voltage source 250, responsive to the position 
signal inputted thereto, provides the first and second 
electrode 210 and 230 with a predetermined voltage in 
accordance with the position signal level. As well known in 
the art, the electro-displacive layer 220 may be deflected 
depending on a voltage level supplied to the first and 
second electrode 210 and 230. In other words, by changing 
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the voltage level inputted to the first and second electrode 
210 and 230, the scanning angle of the light beam incident 
to the total mirror 240 can be varied to allow the light 
beam to propagate through one of the light scanning paths A, 
B and C. Such operation will be apparent to the skilled 
person in the art. For example, if the light beam scanned 
by the light beam scanner 120 propagates through the light 
scanning path A, the light beam is reflected by the scanning 
probe 131a of the scanning probe unit 130 to be transmitted 
to the photo-detector 142a of the light beam detection unit 
140 through the light reflection path A' - Otherwise, the 
light beam will be reflected by the scanning probe 131b or 
131c to be transmitted to the photo-detector 142b or 142c of 
the light beam detection unit 140 through the light 
reflection path B' or C • 

Referring to Fig. 3, there is illustrated a cross- 
sectional view of the scanning probe 131a of the scanning 
probe unit 130 taken along a dotted line P-P' shown in Fig. 
1. The structures of the scanning probes 131a to 131c of 
the scanning probe unit 130 are identical to each other. 
The scanning probe 131a is made of a bulk-type actuator 310a, 
a thin-film actuator 320a, a cantilever 330a, a tip 340a and 
a fixing member 350a placed between the bulk-type actuator 
310a and the cantilever 330a/ wherein the fixing member 350a 
is attached to a supporting frame or substrate (not shown) - 
The bulk-type actuator 310a and the thin-film actuator 320a 
may be fabricated as well-known structure in which an 
electro-displacive material is inserted between two 
electrodes receiving an external signal- The electro- 
displacive material may be deflected depending on the 
external signal level provided to the two electrodes. 

A sample 360 is held on a fine adjustment stage (not 
shown) capable of independently being driven in Y- 
and/or Z-axis directions. For the sake of simplicity, the 
detailed description of the fine adjustment stage operation 
will be omitted. The cantilever 330a is disposed above the 
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fine adjustment stage - 

The tip 340a, which can be made by employing various 
techniques well known in the art, is provided on a free end 
of the cantilever 330a and can be shifted in a normal 
direct ion-, i re Z-axi~s " dire'ctiony with" " respect t~o the" 
surface of the sample 360 depending on the inter-atomic 
force (so-called as the Van der Waals' force) between the 
surface of the sample 360 to be observed and the tip 340a, 

Opposite to the free end, the thin-film actuator 320a 
is integrated on the cantilever 330a- The thin-film 
actuator 320a may be fabricated together with the cantilever 
330a. The thin-film actuator 320a serves to perform a 
positioning operation in response to a servo signal provided 
through a line L15a from the driving control unit 150. The 
positioning operation is to restore a deflection state of 
the cantilever 330a to an equilibrium state thereof at a 
measurement point of the sample surface, after the 
cantilever 330a is deflected in the 2-axis direction at the 
measurement point by the inter-atomic force between the tip 
340a and the sample surface to be observed. The equilibrium 
state of the cantilever 330a is a non-deflection state 
thereof without affecting the current position of the 
cantilever 330a at the measurement point. The positioning 
operation will prevent the- cantilever 330a from being 
extremely deflected, which may result in a cracking thereof. 

The bulk-type actuator 310a is placed on the fixing 
member 350a. Alternatively, the bulk-type actuator 310a may 
be directly integrated on the cantilever 330a. In this case, 
the bulk-type actuator 310a will also play the role of the 
fixing member 350a. The bulk-type actuator 310a serves to 
allow the cantilever 330a to perform a tapping operation. 
The tapping operation is an operation in which the tip 34 0a 
provided on the free end of the cantilever 330a periodically 
comes in contact with and then off the surface of the sample 
360 to be observed with a constant time period. In order to 
allow the cantilever 330a to perform the tapping operation. 
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the bulk-type actuator 310a, responsive to a reference 
signal transmitted through a line L14 from the driving 
control unit 150, vibrates in the Z-axis direction with a 
same frequency as that of the reference signal, wherein the 
5 frequency of the reference signal is preferably, e.g,, 
several hundreds kHz. Such operation is also referred to as, 
e.g., a tapping mode. The tapping mode is known as an 
intermediate mode between a contact mode and a non-contact 
mode. The contact mode is a state in which the tip 34 Oe 

10 comes in contact with the sample surface, whereas the non- 
contact mode is a state in which the tip 340a is off the 
sample surface. 

When the bulk-type actuator 310a vibrates in the Z-axis 
direction, the fixing member 350a vibrates in the same 

15 direction with the same frequency as the bulk-type actuator 
310a. When the fixing member 350a vibrates, the cantilever 
330a fixed thereon also vibrates so that the tip 340a 
vibrates in the Z-axis direction with the same frequency as 
the bulk-type actuator 310a. When impurities, e.g., dusts, 

20 drops of water and the like, which may exist on the sample 
surface, stick to the tip 340a under the atmospheric 
pressure, the cantilever 330a in the tapping mode can remove 
them from the tip 340a. In other words, by employing the 
tapping mode, an image representing the topography of the 

25 surface of the sample 360 to be observed can be accurately 
obtained by removing the influence of the impurities 
degrading the quality of the image. 

Referring to Fig. 4, there is illustrated a cross- 
sectional view of a scanning probe unit 4 90 in accordance 

30 with another preferred embodiment of the present invention. 
The scanning probe unit 490 includes a supporting frame or 
substrate 410, a. multiplicity of openings 470 and a 
plurality of scanning probes 400. The scanning probes 400 
are arranged with N x M matrices, N and M being positive 

35 integers greater than 1, respectively. The width W of the 
opening 470 is determined by the incident and reflection 
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angle of the light beam emitted from the light beam source 
110. Each scanning probe 400 contains a fixing member 420, 
a bulk-type actuator 430, a thin-film actuator 440, a 
cantilever 450 and a tip 460. Comparing to the scanning 
probe 131a shown in Fig. 3, the positions of the fixing 
member 420 and the bulk-type actuator 430 are reversed. 
However, the function and operation of the components 
included in the scanning probe 400 are identical to that of 
the components included in the scanning probe 131a shown in 
Fig. 3. By using the scanning probe unit 490, the operator 
will observe the topography of the sample surface in an easy 
and simple manners. 

•Referring to Fig. 5, there is illustrated a detailed 
diagram of the driving control unit 150 shown in Fig. 1 in 
accordance with the present invention. As shown in Fig. 5, 
the driving control unit 150 includes a position signal 
generation block 510, a filtering block 520, a displacement 
calculation block 530, a servo signal generation block 540, 
a switching block 550, a selection signal generation block 
560 and a reference signal generation block 570. 

The reference signal generation block 570 generates the 
reference signal to provide it through the line L14 to the 
displacement calculation block 530 and each of the bulk-type 
actuators 310a, 310b and 310c employed in the respective 
scanning probes 131a, 131b and 131c shown in Fig. 3. As 
described above, in response to the reference signal, the 
bulk-type actuators 310a, 310b and 310c allow the scanning 
probes 131a, 131b and 131c to perform the tapping operation - 
The position signal generation block 510 detects the 
amplified signal transmitted through the line L13a from the 
light beam detection unit 140 shown in Fig. 1. For example, 
if the amplified signal is not detected, i.e., being at an 
initial state, the position signal generation block 510 
generates an initial position signal to provide it through a 
line L16 to the light beam scanner 120 shown in Fig. 1, in 
order to change the scanning position of the light beam 
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scanner 120 to a first position corresponding to the initial 
state. The first position is the position in which the 
light beam scanner 120 scans the light beam from the light 
beam source unit 110 to the scanning probe 131a, i.e., a 
first scanning probe of the scanning probe unit 130. It is 
noted that the scanning probes 131a, 131b and 131c are 
respectively referred to as the first, second and third 
scanning probe. Also, the position signal generation block 
510 provides the initial position signal to the selection 
signal generation block 560 through the line L16- 

In response to the initial position signal, the 
selection signal generation block 560 generates a first 
selection signal to transmit it through the line L13b to the 
switching block 144 of the light beam detection unit 140 and 
the switching block 550. The switching block 144 of the 
light beam detection unit 140 selects the first photo- 
detector 142a in response to the first selection signal. 
The switching block 550 also selects a line L15a connected 
to the first scanning probe 131a in response to the first 
selection signal, wherein the selected line L15a provides a 
servo signal generated in the servo signal generation block 
540 to the thin-film actuator 320a of the first scanning 
probe 131a. 

The filtering block 520 may include a high-pass and 

low-pass filter (not shown) arranged in parallel. 

« 

Alternatively, the filtering block 520 may include circuits 
and/or devices capable of filtering the amplified signal 
inputted from the light beam detection unit 14 0. The 
filtering block 520 cuts off a frequency component 
corresponding to that of the reference signal contained in 
the amplified signal provided through the line L13a to pass 
the remaining frequency component differing from the cut-off 
frequency component, i.e., a varied frequency component, 
contained in the amplified signal. 

When the amplified signal is provided, the filtering 
block 520 filters the amplified signal to extract only a 
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varied frequency component thereof. The extracted frequency 
component includes information concerning the deflection of 
the cantilever 330a caused by the inter-atomic force between 
the surface of the sample 360 to be observed and the tip 
■ 3'4"0 a - -and "i s- -txansmxt t ed— t o — the- drsp 1 a c emen t - ca±cu 1 a ti on 
block 530. The displacement calculation block 530 

calculates a displacement AZ corresponding to the deflection 
amount of the cantilever 330a which varies depending on the 
inter-atomic force based on the frequency component of the 
reference signal and the extracted frequency component from 
the filtering block 520. 

In other words, the displacement calculation block 530 
calculates a frequency difference between the frequency 
component of the reference signal and the extracted 
frequency component, wherein the calculated frequency 
difference is directly related to the deflection amount of 
the cantilever 330a caused by the inter-atomic force between 
the tip 340a and the surface of the sample 360 to be 
observed. The calculated frequency difference is then 
provided through a line L17 to the servo signal generation 
block 54 0 and the display unit 160 shown in Fig. 1- 

Depending on the calculated frequency difference, the 
servo signal generation block 540 generates the servo signal 
to drive the thin-film actuator 320a of the first scanning 
probe 131a for allowing the cantilever 330a to perform the 
positioning operation, as described above. The servo signal 
is then transmitted to the thin-film actuator 320a through 
the line L15a already selected by the first selection signal 
Referring back to Fig. 1, the display unit 160 may 
include, e.g., a computer reconstructing a two- or three- 
dimensional image representing the topography of the surface 
of the sample 360 to be observed based on the calculated 
frequency difference provided through the line L17 from the 
displacement calculation block 530 shown in Fig. 4, and a 
monitor capable of displaying the reconstructed image 
thereon. It should be noted that the operation sequence of 
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the driving control unit 150 has been described in 
association with the first scanning probe 131a of the 
scanning probe unit 130 but that of the driving control unit 
150 associated with the remaining scanning probes of the 
5 scanning probe unit 130 is similar. 

Now, the detailed description of the driving operation 
of the AFM in accordance with the present invention will be 
described with reference to Fig. 6. 

At step S602, the reference signal generation block 570 

10 shown in Fig, 4 provides the reference signal through the 
line L14 to the bulk-type actuators 310a, 310b and 310c and 
the displacement calculation block 530. And, in response to 
the reference signal^ the bulk-type actuators 310a, 310b and 
310c vibrate with the same frequency as the reference signal, 

15 Thus, as described above, the cantilevers 330a, 330b and 
330c operate in the tapping mode so that the respective tips 
34 0a, 340b and 340c provided on the corresponding 
cantilevers 330a, 330b and 330c vibrate with the same 
frequency as the bulk-type actuators 310a, 310b and 310c, 

20 At step S604, the position signal generation block 510 

generates an initial position signal to provide it to the 
light beam scanner 120 and the selection signal generation 
block 560 through the line L16. In response to the initial 
position signal, the light beam scanner 120 is put to a 

25 first position. Then, the selection signal generation block 
560, responsive to the initial position signal, generates a 
first selection signal to transmit it to the switching block 
144 of the light beam detection unit 140 shown in Fig. 1 and 
the switching block 550 illustrated in Fig. 4 through the 

30 line L13b. Thereafter, the switching block 144 selects the 
first photo-detector 142a for detecting a reflected light 
beam from the first scanning probe 131a. Also, the 
switching block 550 chooses the line L15a for providing the 
thin-film actuator 320a with the servo signal generated in 

35 the servo signal generation block 540, 

At step S606, the light beam source unit 110 emits the 
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light beam, preferably, e.g., a laser beam, on the light 
beam scanner 120. Then, the light beam scanner 120 located 
at the initial position scans the light beam through the 
light scanning path A shown in Fig. 1 on the tip portion of 

- -5 ^trhe- cantHl-lever --3-30a- of -the---f i-r-st -scann-i-ng -probe- -1-3-la .- — T-he — 

cantilever 330a of the first scanning probe 131a reflects 
the light beam to direct it to the first photo-detector 142a 
of the light beam detection unit 140 through the light 
reflection path A' . 

10 At step S608, the first photo-detector 142a detects the 

reflected light beam provided thereto and converts same into 
a corresponding electrical signal. The electrical signal is 
then amplified to a predetermined signal level by the 
electrical signal amplifier employed in the first photo- 

15 detector 142a. The amplified signal is provided through the 
line L13a to the filtering block 520 and the position signal 
generation block 510 of the driving control unit 150. 

At step S610, the filtering block 520 filters the 
amplified signal to extract a varied frequency component 

20 thereof. As described above, the extracted frequency 
component includes information regarding the deflection of 
the cantilever 330a of the first scanning probe 131a, 
wherein the extracted frequency component may be higher or 
lower than the frequency component of the reference signal 

25 used to vibrate the cantilever 330a of the first scanning 
probe 131a. Then, the extracted frequency component is 
provided from the filtering block 520 to the displacement 
calculation block 530. 

At step S612, the displacement calculation block 530 

30 computes the displacement AZ, which is directly related to 
the deflection amount of the cantilever 330a of the first 
scanning probe 131a in the Z--axis direction, by calculating 
a frequency difference between the frequency component of 
the reference signal from the reference signal generation 

35 block 57 0 and the extracted frequency component from the 
filtering block 520. Then, the displacement calculation 
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block 530 provides the computed displacement AZ through the 
line L17 to the servo signal generation block 540 and the 
display unit 160 shown in Fig. 1. 

At step S614, the servo signal generation block 540 
5 generates a servo signal based on the computed displacement 
AZ to transmit it to the switching block 550 which provides 
the servo signal to the thin-film actuator 320a of the first 
scanning probe 131a through the line L15a already selected 
in response to the first selection signal. The servo signal 

10 drives the thin-film actuator 320a of the first scanning 
probe 131a for allowing the cantilever 330a thereof to 
restore it to its equilibrium state at this measurement 
point without changing its current position. The frequency 
of the servo signal may be, preferably, e.g., several tens 

15 of kHz. Also, the display unit 160 displays thereon the 
image of, e.g., 2- or 3-dimensional, representing the 
topography of the observed sample surface based on the 

computed displacement AZ. 

At step S616, the position signal generation block 510, 

20 in response to the amplified signal as the signal inputted 
to the filtering block 520 at step S610, generates a next 
position signal to provide it to the selection signal 
generation block 560 and the light beam scanner 120 through 
the line L16. The selection signal generation block 560 

25 generates a second selection signal to transmit it to the 
switching block 550 and the light beam detection unit 140 
through the line L13b. Similar to the case of the first 
selection signal, in response to the second selection signal, 
the switching block 550 selects the line L15b as the next 

30 one and the switching block 144 of the light beam detection 
unit 140 chooses the second photo-detector 142b as the next 
one • 

At step S618, the process determines whether or not the 
sample surface scanning operation is completed. If the 
35 determination result is negative, the process proceeds to 
the step S620; and, if otherwise, it terminates the 
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procedure. At step S620, the light beam scanner 120 will be 
put to a • next position corresponding to the second next 
position signal inputted through the line L16 from the 
position signal generation block 510. Thereafter, the 
5 process returns to step S606 and repeats the steps described 
above . 

As described above, in accordance with the present 
invention, the image representing the topography of the 
surface of the sample to be observed can be accurately 

10 obtained at high speed with high resolution, even in the 
presence of the impurities existing on the surface of the 
sample under the atmospheric pressure. Also, the components 
forming the scanning probe may be fabricated in one process 
to constitute one unit in a compact size so that the 

15 manufacturing cost of the atomic force microscope with 
plural scanning probes will be effectively reduced and the 
AFM has a simple structure even if it employs plural 
scanning probes. It should be noted that the components' 
dimension forming the scanning probe are exaggerated on the 

20 drawings in behalf of a full understanding. 

While the present invention has been described with 
respect to the particular embodiment, it will be apparent to 
those skilled in the art that various changes and 
modifications may be made without departing from the spirit 

25 and scope of the invention as defined in the following 
claims . 
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What is claimed is: 

1- An atomic force microscope (AFM) capable of observing 
the topography of a sample surface at high speed with a high 
resolution under the atmospheric pressure, comprising: 

a plurality of scanning probes for measuring the 
sample surface, wherein each of the scanning probes includes 
a cantilever having a tip and a first and a second actuators- 
means for detecting a light beam reflected from said 
each of the scanning probes to convert same into a first 
signal in response to a second signal; and 

means for driving the scanning probes by generating a 
third and a fourth signal and detecting information 
regarding the topography of the sample surface, 

wherein the first actuator performs a tapping 
operation in response to the third signal, the second 
actuator performs a positioning operation in response to the 
fourth signal and the frequency of the third signal is 
higher than that of the fourth signal. 

20 

2. The AFM according to claim 1, further comprising: 
means for emitting the light beams- 
means for scanning the light beam to said each of the 

scanning probes under the control of the driving means; and 
25 means for displaying thereon an image representing the 

topography of the sample surface. 

3. The AFM according to claim 2, wherein the driving 
means includes: 

30 means for filtering the first signal to extract a 

frequency component different from the frequency component 
of the third signal, wherein the extracted frequency 
component is directly related to the information regarding 
the topography of the sample surface; 

35 means for generating the third signal to provide same 

to the first actuator; 
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means for generating the fourth signal to provide same 
to the second actuator; 

means for generating the second signal based on the 
first signal, in order to control the light beam scanning 
means; and 

means for calculating a displacement of the cantilever 
moved in a normal direction with respect to the sample 
surface to generate a sixth signal bearing the information 
based on the extracted frequency component, 

4. The AFM according to claim 3, wherein the light beam 
scanning means scans the light beam to said each of the 
scanning probes depending on the second signal . generated 
from the driving means . 

5. The AFM according to claim 4, wherein the tip is 
provided on a free end of the cantilever. 

6- The AFM according to claim 5, wherein the driving 
means further includes: 

means for generating a fifth signal based on the 
second signal; and 

a switching block for selecting an output terminal 
connected to the second actuator of said each of the 
scanning probes, in response to the fifth signal, thereby 
providing the fourth signal to the second actuator. 

7. The AFM according to claim 6, wherein the first and 
the second actuator are provided on the cantilever opposite 
to the free end thereof where the tip is provided. 

8. The AFM according to claim 1, wherein the first 
actuator is arranged on the cantilever opposite to the 
second actuator. 



9. The AFM according to claim 8, wherein the detecting 
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means includes : 

a plurality of photo-detectors for detecting and 
converting the light beam into the first signal; and 

a multiplicity of signal amplifiers for amplifying the 
5 level of the first signal into a predetermined signal level, 
wherein each of the photo-detectors is connected to 
at least one of the signal amplifiers. 

10. The AFM according to claim 9, wherein the detecting 
10 means further includes a switching block for selecting one 

of the signal amplifiers in response to the fifth signal. 

11. The AFM according to claim 10, wherein the calculation 
means computes a displacement corresponding to a deflection 

15 amount of the cantilever based on the extracted frequency 
component and the frequency component of the third signal to 
thereby generate the sixth signal, wherein the deflection of 
the cantilever is caused by the inter-atomic force between 
the tip and the sample surface to be observed . 

20 

12. The AFM according to claim 11, wherein the fourth 
signal drives the second actuator to perform a positioning 
operation, wherein the positioning operation restores a 
deflection state of the cantilever to an equilibrium state 

25 thereof at a measurement point on the sample surface without 
changing the current position of the cantilever. 

13. The AFM according to claim 12, wherein the tapping 
operation is an operation in which the tip periodically 

30 comes in contact with and then off the sample surface with a 
constant time interval . 

14. The AFM according to claim 13, wherein the image 
representing the topography of the sample surface is 

35 reconstructed based on the sixth signal. 
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15. The AFM according to claim 14, wherein the sixth 
signal corresponds to the deflection amount of the 
cantilever . 



T6\ An "at o'mi c "f o'rce" "mi c'r o"s c ope ^ (A FM r ~ c a p a Id le" ' of " b b s e rv Tn g 
the topography of a sample surface at high speed with a high 
resolution under the atmospheric pressure, comprising: 

a scanning probe matrix having N x M scanning probes 
thereon for measuring the sample surface, wherein each of 
the scanning probes includes a cantilever having a tip and a 
first and a second actuator, N and M being positive integers 
greater than 1, respectively; 

means for detecting a light beam reflected from said 
each of the scanning probes to convert same into an 
electrical signal; and 

means for driving the scanning probes by generating a 
reference and a servo signal and detecting information 
regarding the topography of the sample surface, 

wherein the first actuator performs a tapping 
operation in response to the reference signal, the second 
actuator performs a positioning operation in response to the 
servo signal and the frequency of the reference signal is 
higher than that of the servo signal* 

17. The AFM according to claim 16, further comprising: 

means for emitting the light beam; 

means for scanning the light beam to said each of the 
scanning probes under the control of the driving means; and 

means for displaying thereon an image representing the 
topography of the sample surface. 

18. The AFM according to claim 17, wherein the driving 
means includes: 

means for filtering the electrical signal to extract a 
frequency component different from the frequency component 
of the third signal, wherein the extracted frequency 
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component is directly related to the information regarding 

the topography of the sample surfaces- 
means for generating the reference signal to provide 

same to the first actuators- 
means for generating the servo signal to provide same 

to the second actuator; 

means for generating a position signal based on the 

electrical signal, in order to control the light beam 

scanning means; and 

means for calculating a displacement of the cantilever 

moved in a normal direction with respect to the sample 

surface to generate a displacement signal bearing the 

information based on the extracted frequency component. 

19. The AFM according to claim 18, wherein the light beam 
scanning means scans the light beam to said each of the 
scanning probes depending on the position signal. 

20. The AFM according to claim 19, wherein the scanning 
probe matrix includes a same number of openings as the 
number of the scanning probes. 

21. The AFM according to claim 20, wherein the width of 
each of the openings is determined by an incidence and a 
reflection angle of the light beam. 

22. The AFM according to claim 21, wherein the tip is 
provided on a distal end of the cantilever. 

23. The AFM according to claim 22, wherein the driving 
means further includes: 

means for generating the selection signal based on the 
position signal; and 

a switching block for selecting an output terminal 
connected to the second actuator of said each of the 
scanning probes, in response to the selection signal. 
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thereby providing the servo signal to the second actuator, 

24. The AFM according to claim 23, wherein the first and 

the second actuator are provided on the cantilever opposite 
to the distal end thereof where the tip is provided • 

25. The AFM according to claim 24, wherein the first 
actuator is arranged on the cantilever opposite to the 
second actuator. 

26. The AFM according to claim 25, wherein the detecting 
means includes: 

a plurality of photo-detectors for detecting the light 
beam and converting same into the electrical signal; and 

a multiplicity of signal amplifiers for amplifying the 
level of the electrical signal to a predetermined signal 
level, 

wherein each of the photo-detectors is connected to at 
least one of the signal amplifiers. 

27. The AFM according to claim 26, wherein the detecting 
means further includes a switching block for selecting one 
of the signal amplifiers in response to the selection signal. 

28. The AFM according to claim 21, wherein the calculation 
means computes a displacement corresponding to a deflection 
amount of the cantilever based on the extracted frequency 
component and the frequency component of the reference 
signal to thereby generate the displacement signal, wherein 
the deflection of the cantilever is caused by the inter- 
atomic force between the tip and the sample surface to be 
observed. 

29. The AFM according to claim 28, wherein the servo 
signal drives the second actuator to perform a positioning 
operation, wherein the positioning operation restores a 
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deflection state of the cantilever to an equilibrium state 
thereof at a measurement point on the sample surface without 
changing the current position of the cantilever. 

30. The AFM according to claim 29, wherein the tapping 

operation is an operation in which the tip periodically 

comes in contact with and then off the sample surface with a 
constant time interval - 



31. The AFM according to claim 30, wherein the image 
representing the topography of the sample surface is 
reconstructed based on the displacement signal. 

32. The AFM according to claim 31, wherein the 
displacement signal corresponds to the deflection amount of 
the cantilever. 



33. A method for driving an atomic force microscope (AFM) 
with plural scanning probes capable of observing the 
20 topography of a sample surface at high speed with a high 
resolution under the atmospheric pressure, comprising the 
steps of: 

a) vibrating, responsive to a reference signal, a 
first actuator provided on each of the scanning probes; 
25 b) detecting a deflection amount of a cantilever 

provided with a tip at its free end; and 

c) transmitting a servo signal to a second actuator 
based on the deflection amount of the cantilever, 

wherein the cantilever is provided on said each of the 
30 scanning probes and the first and second actuator are 
provided on the cantilever opposite to the free end where 
the tip is provided. 



35 



34. The method according to claim 33, wherein the step b) 
includes the steps of: 

bl) emitting a light beam toward a light beam scanner; 
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b2) generating a position signal for locating the 
light beam scanner to a predetermined position where the 
light beam is directed to one of the scanning probes; 

b3) detecting the light beam reflected from the tip 
portion of' the" canti'levex"; and " " " ~ ' ' ~ " • 

b4) converting the reflected light beam into an 
electrical signal to extract a frequency component thereof, 
wherein the extracted frequency component is different from 
the frequency component of the reference signal. 

35- The method according to claim 34, wherein the 
extracted frequency component includes the information 
regarding the deflection of the cantilever - 

36. The method according to claim 35, wherein the step c) 
includes the steps of: 

cl) calculating a frequency component difference 
between the extracted frequency component and the frequency 
component of the reference signal; and 

c2) generating the servo signal having a frequency 
corresponding to the calculated frequency component 
difference . 

37. The method according to claim 36, wherein the 
calculated frequency component difference is directly 
related to the deflection amount of the cantilever. 

38. The method according to claim 37, wherein the servo 
signal drives the second actuator to perform a positioning 
operation, wherein the positioning operation restores a 
deflection state of the cantilever to an equilibrium state 
thereof at a measurement point on the sample without 
changing the current position of the cantilever - 

39- The method according to claim 38, wherein the first 
actuator is arranged on the cantilever opposite to the 
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second actuator. 

40. The method according to claim 39, wherein the first 
actuator performs a tapping operation in response to the 
reference signal, wherein the tapping operation is an 
operation in which the tip periodically comes in contact 
with and then off the sample surface with a constant time 
interval . 



10/009063 

WO 00?756i7 ^' ^ PCT/KROO/00564 

1/6 



o 

CD 



O 



o 
o 






o 




o 




v 


' A. ^ '* / 

/ \':// 

W/ 




2 

UJ 

CD UJ 

O 




< 

CD UJ 


i/--- 


< 




LIGHT 
SOUR 




LIGHT 
SCAN! 







/ 



* 




C13Rec'd PCT/PTC 0 5 DEC 2001 ^ 



•4 



»-, • " 



' . ■. " '■■ ' . .1- 



10/ 00906 

Wib 00/75627 PCT/KROO/00564 

2/6 

FIG. 2 




4Bbl3Rec*dPCT/PTC 0 5 DEC 2001 - 



10/ 009063 

WO00n5627 ^ ^ PCT/KROO/00564 

3/6 




•13 Rec'dPCT/PTC 0 5 DEC 2001: 



10/009063 

( 

wo 00/75627 ' PCT/KROO/00564 

4/6 





lC13Rec'dPCT/PT0 0 5 DEC 2001 

4 • 



wo 00n5627 



( 



10/009063 

PCT/KROO/00564 



to 



o 



5/6 



o 



in 




o 



o 



1— 




MEN 


ION 


£E 

1 V-/ l_ 


1 — 
< 
—J 


<: 
-J 




CL 


o 


CO 


< 


Q O 



l=<UJ 
CLCO O 



o 
in \ 



UJ 



o 



UJ 


2 


o 


o 




1— 


UJ_j 


< 






tijo 


ENE 


Of to o 



oo 




JC13Bec'dPCT/PT0 0 5 DEC 200) 



• c 



I 




10/ 009063 



Wo 00/75627 PCT/KROO/00564 

6/6 

FIG. 6 
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IPC^: G01N 13/16; G01B 7/34 


Applicant 

DAEWOO ELECTRONICS CO.. LTD. et al. 



I. 



This international preliminar>' examination report ha.s been prepared by this Iniernational Preliminar>' tvxamination Authority 
and is transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 



This REPORT consists of a total ol 

□ 



sheets, including this cover sheet. 



lliis report is also accompanied by ANNBXBS. i.e.. sheets of the description, claims nnd/or drawings which have been 
amended and arc the basis for this report and/or sheets containing rectifications made helbre this Authority (sec Rule 
70.16 and Section 607 of the Administrative In.structions under the PCT). 



These annexes consist of a total of 



sheets. 



3. This report contains indications relating to the following items: 
Basis of the opinion 



1. 


12^ 


II. 


□ 


III. 


□ 


IV. 


□ 


V. 




VI. 


□ 


VII. 


□ 


VIH. 


□ 



rioriiv 



Reasoned slalenicnl under Rule 66.2(a)(ii) with regard to novehy. inventive slep or indtLSirial applicability; 
citations and cNplanalions supporting such slalemenl 



Dale of.Mibmission of the demand 

2 January 2001 (02.01.2001) 


Hate ol completion of this repon 

4 September 2001 (04.09.2001) 


Name and mailing address of the IPBA/A T 
Austrian Patent Office 
Kohlmarkt 8-10 

A-1014 Vienna 
Facsimile No. 1/53424/200 


Atllhori/ed olTieer 

ERBER 

Telephone No. 1/53424/410 



I'orm PCT/IPl£A/409 (cover sheet) (July I99X) 



i:,,-.%'>^r. 





INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



Intcriiniional «ipplic;ition No. 
PCT/KR 00/00564 



L Basis of the report 



I . With rcgnrd to ihc elements of the intcmationnl application:* 
the inicrnalional application as originally lllcii 



-[71— thc.dcscrintionL 



pages . as originally lllcd 

pages . tiled wiih the demand 

pages , tiled with the Iclteror. 



I I the claims: 

pages . as originally tiled 

pages . as amended (together with any statement) under Article 19 

pjtgcs . lllcd with the deniiind 

pages . tiled wilh the letter of 

I I the drawings: 

pages . as originally lllcd 

pages . tiled with the demand 

pages . tiled with the letter of . 

I I the sequence listing part of the description: 

pages . as originally tiled 

pages . filed w ith the demand 

pages . tiled with the letter ot* , 



2. With regard to the language, all Ihe elements marked above were available or turnished to this Auihoriix in the language in 
which the international application was llled. unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authorit> in the following language which is: 

I I the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23. 1(b)). 
I I the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

I I the language of the translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminar> examination (under Rule 55.2 and/ 

or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the iniernational application, the international 
preliminnr>' cNamination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

I I contained in the iniernational application in printed form. 

I I lllcd together with the iniernational application in computer readable lorm. 

I I furnished subsequently to this Authority in wrilien form. 

I I furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

I I The statement that ihe suKsequenlly lurnished wriiien sequence lisling does n*il go hey*»nd the disclosure in Ihe 
international application as tiled has been furnished. 

I I The stalcmeni thai the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing hjis 
been furnished. 

4. Q The amcndmcnls have resulled in ihe cancellation of: 

I I the description, pages . 

I I the ctaim.s. Nos. . 

I I the drawings, sheets/tig , 



5. n This report has been established as if (some oO the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to go 
beyond the disclosure as tiled, as indicated in the Supplemental Rox (Rule 7().2(c)).** 

* Rcplaccnwni sheets which have heett JUmished to the receiving (^fjice in response to an invitation umier ArticU' 14 are re/erred to 
in this report as orij^ittat/v /i/ed" and are not attnexed lo ihis reporf since thev do not contain cnncndments (Rules 7(K 16 and 
7(1 17 1 

* * .-Itty replacement sheet containing such amendments must he referred to under item I and annexed to this report. 



Form PCT/IPi: A/409 (Box I) (July I99«)) 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



InicriKHionni application No. 
PCT/KR 00/00564 



V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



\ . Stalcmcnt 

Novelty (N) 


Claims 


1-40 






YES 




Claims 








NO 


Inventive step (IS) 


.Claims- 


-1-40- 






—YES 










Claims 








NO 


Industrial appUcahility (lA) 


Claims 


1-40 






YES 




Claims 








NO 



Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) 



The following documents have been cited in the Search Report: 



D1: 


US5723775A 


D2: 


US5468959A 


D3: 


US5338932A 


D4: 


EP0884617A1 


D5: 


EP0846932A2 


D6: 


EP0759536A1 


D7: 


EP0510895A2 


D8: 


EP0397116A1 


D9: 


EP0394962A2 



The documents cited in the search report merely describe the state of the art. None of 
them discloses an atomic force microscope resp, a method for driving an atomic force 
microscope comprising the features as recited in claim 1 and the independent claims 16 
and 33. In the subclaims there are disclosed further developments of the subject matter 
of claims 1,16 resp. 33. Therefore the subject matter of all claims 1 to 40 can be 
considered to fulfil the requirements for novelty and inventive step. 

Industrial applicability is given. 



Komi PCT/in:A/409(Rox VKJuly 199K) 



Pate;i^t cooperation treaty 



From the 

INTI-KNATIONAL PRELIMINARY l-XAMINING AiyrHOUn ,V 



In: 

JANG Seong Ku 
17th Fl., KEC Building. 
. J2-75r7. Yangjae-dong. SeochoJs.u. _ 
Seoul 13 7-! 30, 
Republic of Korea 



PCX 

NOTIFICATION OF TRANSMITTAL OF 
INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY 
" EXAMINATION REPORT 

(PCT Rule 71.1) 



Applicaiu's or agenl's file rorercncc 

PEA00613/DWE 



International application No. 

PCT/ KR 00/00564 



l^aic oVmnilinii ' ~ " . ' IT" , . 

idaxAnoruh/vcar, 22 November 2001 (22.1 I .OH 



IMPORTANT NOTIFICATION 



Internal ional tHinii date (da\7nii. nth/year) 

31 May 2000 (31.05.00) 



I'l ttiriiN Dale {da> /month/year) 

5 .lune 1999 (05.06.99) 



Applicant 

DAEWOO ELECTRONICS CO.. LTD. et al. 



1. 



The applicnnl is hereby notified Ihni this hiterniitionul Preliminary l.-\iimining AiithoritN transmits herewith the international 
prehminar\ eNumination report and Its annexes, if an> . established on the intemntional applieatinn. 



2. A copy of of the report and its annexes, if any. is being transmitted to the Intcmaiional Bureau for communication to ail the elcceled 
Offices. 

3. Where required bv an\ of the elected Oftlces. the hiieintionul Bureau will prepare an English translation ofthc report (but not of any 
annexes) and w ill transmit such translation to those Offices. 



4. REMINDER 

The applicant must enter the national phase before each elected OlUcc h> performing certain acts (fjHng translations and paying 
national fees) within 30 months from the priority dale {ov later in some Ofliees) (Article 39( 1 )) (see also the reminder sent by : 
international Bureau with Torm l*rT/llV301 ). 

Where a translation of the internatii>nal application must be lurnishcd to an elected Omce. that translation must contain a translation 
• of any annexes lii the international preliminar> examinaiit>n report. It is the applicants responsibility to prepare and furnish such 
translation directly to each elected Office coneerned. 

l-or further details on the applicable time limits and requirements ofthe eleceted oriices. see Volume II ofthe PCT Applicants Cluide 



Name and mailing address of the IPrA/A'f 

Austrian Patent Office 

Kohlmarkt 8-10 

A- 10 14 Vienna 

Facsimile No. 1/53424/200 



Authorized o Ulcer 



Wolf 



felephone No. +43 / 1 / 53424 - 450 



"RECEIVED' 

No. 



l-on« Pr!71PF.A/4l6 |J>il> l'W2) 



Fli-IST'LAW 



PATENT COOPERATION TREATY 

PCX 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 

(PC-l^ArlicIc 36 and-Rulc70) 



Applicarirs or agcni's lilc reference 
PEA00613/DWE 



FOR FURTHER ACTION 



Sec Notificalion of Transmittal oflntemationnl Prcttminary 
lixamination Report (Torm PCT/IPEA/416) 



Inieniational application No. 
PCT/KR 00/00564 



Internal ional tiling dale Kdayfinonthfyear) 

31 May 2000 (31.05.2000) 



Priority Date {day/month/year) 

5 June 1999 (05.06.1999) 



International Patent Classilkaii«ni (IK*) or national classification and IK' 
IPC^ G01N 13/16; G01B 7/34 



Applicant 

DAEWOO ELECTRONICS CO.. LTD. et dl. 



I. This inieniational preliminnr>' csaminaiion rcpoti has been prepared by this International Prcliminar\' Examination Authority 
and is transmitted to the applicant according lo Article 36. 



This R IMPORT consists ofa toial of 



shccls. including this cover sheet. 



I I This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e.. sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have been 
amended and are the basis for this report and/or sheets containing rectifications made before this Authority (sec Rule 
70.16 and Section 607 of the Admi nisi nit ivc Instruclions under the PCT). 



These annexes consist of a total of 



sheets. 



3. This report contains indications relating to the following items: 
Basis of the opinion 



1. 


I2SJ 


11. 


□ 


111. 


□ 


IV. 


□ 


V. 




VI. 


□ 


VII. 


□ 


Vltl. 


□ 



Reasoned sialemeni under Rule 66.2(a)(ii) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability: 
citations and explanations supporting such siatemenl 



Date of submis.sion of the demand 

2 January 2001 (02.01.2001) 


i;)ale of completion ol this report 

4 September 2001 (04.09.2001) 


Name and mailing address of the IPI£A/A'r 
Austrian Patent Office 
Kohlmarkt 8-tO 
A-l 014 Vienna 
Facsimile No, 1/53424/200 


Authorized otTiccr 

ERBER 

IdcphoncNo. 1/53424/410 



l-orm PCT/IPi:A/40y (cover shcei) (July 1998) 



-if 



INTERNATIONAL PRELilMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



International application No. 
PCT/KR 00/00564 



Basis of the report 



1. With regard to the elements ol the international appliealion:* 
^ the international applieation as originally llleil 

- n the descrir>tion: - . . . - ._. _ . 

paces . as originally II led 

pages . nied with the demand 

pages . filed with the letter of , 



I I the etaims: 

pages . as originalK' tiled 

pages . as amended (together with any statement) under Article 19 

pages . Iiletl with the demand 

pages . tiled with the letter of ^ 

I I the drawings: 

pages . as originally tiled 

pages . tiled with the demand 

pages . tiled with the letter of , 



the sei|iienee list nig part of the description: 

pages . as originally tiled 

pages . tiled with the demand 

pages , tiled with the letter of 



With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the language in 
which the international application was II led. unless otherwise indicated under this item. 
These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language which is: 

n the language of a translation furnished tor the purposes of international search (under Rule 23. 1(b)). 
n Ihe language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48..^(b)). 

n the language of the translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminnrv examination (under Rule 55.2 and/ 

or 5.^.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international 
preliminarx* examination was carried out on the basis ofihe setjuence listing: 

□ 

contained in the international application in printed tbrm. 
n fded together w tlh the international application in computer rcadable form. 
□ Itimisheil subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

□ 

furnished subsequently to this Authority in eompmer readable form. 

D The statement that the su b.»;equenily tiirnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the di.sclosure in the 
international application as tiled has been furnished. 

n fhe statement that the intormation recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has 
been liirnished. 

4. n The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: ' 

I I the description, psiges . 

I I the clnim.s. Nos. . 

I I the drawings, sheets/tig , 

5. □ Thh report has been established as ir(some oO the nniendmenis had not been made, since they have been considered to go 

beyond the disclosure as llled. as indicated in the Siipplemenlal Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 

• Replacement -sheets w hich have been Jurnished to the t'ecehunf: OJJice iti response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to 
in this report tts ..on\i*innlly li/ed'* and aix' not annexed to this report since thev do not contain amendments (Rules 70. 16 and 

Kim. 

** -i^v replacement sheet contninintj sttch amendments nuts/ he re/erred to ttnder item I and annexed to this report. 



ronnPCT/lPI- A/409 (Rox I) (July 1998)) 



»• ■ - 

INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 


International annlication No 
PCT/KR 00/00564 


1 *: J 

V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step i 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 


or industrial applicability; 


I. Statement 

Novelix (N) Claims 


YES 


Claims 


NO 


Inventive step (IS) Claims 1-40 


YES 


Claims 


NO 


Industrial npplicahitity (1 A) Claims 1-40 


YES 


Claims 


NO 


Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) 


The following documents have been cited in the Search Report: 


D1: US5723775A 
D2: US5468959A 

D3: US5338932A 
D4: EP0884617A1 
D5: EP0846932A2 
D6: EP0759536A1 
D7: EP0510895A2 
D8: EP0397116A1 
D9: EP0394962A2 




The documents cited in the search report merely describe the state of the art. None of 
them discloses an atomic force microscope resp. a method for driving an atomic force 
microscope comprising the features as recited in claim 1 and the independent claims 16 
and 33. In the subclaims there are disclosed further developments of the subject matter 
of claims 1,16 resp. 33. Therefore the subject matter of all claims 1 to 40 can be 
considered to fulfil the requirements for novelty and inventive step. 


Industrial applicability is given. 





Form PCT/IPRA/409 (Ron V) (JhI> 1998) 



ff (Jf NT COOPERATION TREAf. 

From the INTERNATIONAL BUREAU 



PCT 

NOTIFICATION OF THE RECORDING 
OF A CHANGE 

(PCT Rule 92bis.1 and 
Administrative Instructions, Section 422) 



Date of mailing (day/month/year) 

12 February 2001 (12.02.01) 



AppUcanf s or agent* s file reference 
PEA00613/DWE 



International application No. 
PCT/KROO/00564 



To: 



JANG, Seong, Ku 
17th Floor, KEC Building, 275-7 
Yangjae-Dong, Seocho-Ku 
Seoul 137-130 
REPU8LIQUE DE COREE 



IMPORTANT NOTIFICATION 



International filing date (day/month/year) 
31 May 2000 (31.05.00) 



1. The following indications appe ared on record concerning:^ 

fx] the applicant Q the inventor Q the agent 



[ I the common representative 



Name and Address 

DAEWOO ELECTRONICS CO., LTD. 

686, Ahyeon-Dong 

Mapo-Gu 

Seoul 121-709 

Republic of Korea 



State of Nationality 
KR 



State of Residence 
KR 



Telephone No, 



Facsimile No. 



Teleprinter No. 



2 The International Bureau hereby notifies the applicant that the following change has been recorded concerning: 
rn the person Pl the name [x] the address □ the nationality [_\ the residence 



Name and Address 

DAEWOO ELECTRONICS CO., LTD. 
541, 5-Ga, Namdaemoon-Ro, 
Jung-Gu 
Seoul 100-095 
Republic of Korea 


State of Nationality 
KR 


State of Residence 
KR 


Telephone No. 


Facsimile No. 




Teleprinter No. 



3. Further observations, if necessary: 



4. A copy of this notification has been sent to: 
X I the receiving Office 



the International Searching Authority 

the International Preliminary Examining Authority 



X 



□ 



the designated Offices concerned 
the elected Offices concerned 
other: 




The International Bureau of WlPO 
34, chemtn des Colombettes 
1211 Geneva 20, Swiuerland 



Facsimile No.: (41-22) 740.14.35 



Authorized officer 

Lazar Jose. 

Telephone No.: (41-22) 338.83.38 



Form PCT/IB/306 (March 1994) 



PCX 



REQUEST 



The undersigned requests that the present- 
international application be processed 
according to the Patent Cooperation Treaty. 



For receiving Office use only 



Internaiional Application No. 



International Filing Date 



Name of receiving Ofllce and "PCT Iniemalional Application 



Applicant's or agent's file reference 

Of desired) (i-2'chanfcters maximum) - -PEA006r3/DWE 



Box No. I TITLE OF INVENTION 

ATOMIC FORCE MICROSCOPE AND DRIVING METHOD THEREFOR 



Box No. II APPLICANT 



"Name and address: (Family name followed by given name; for a lego! eniit\i, full official 
desisnation. The address mitst include post arcade and name of coimn-v. The counm^ of the 
address indicated in this Box is the applicant s State (that is, count n^) of residence if no State 
of residence is indicated below.) 

DAEWOO ELECTRONICS CO., LTD. 

686, Ahyeon-Ddng, Mapo-Gu, Seoul 121-709, 

Republic of Korea 



[ [ This person is also inventor. 



Telephone No. 



Facsimile No. 



Tclcprinicr No. 



Stale (thai is, cmmtry) of nationality: 

KR 


Stale (that is, country) of residence: 

KR 


This person is applicant ' l | all designated | 1 all designated Slates except i r the United States | 1 ihc States indicated in 

for the purposes of: 1 1 States IX I the United States of America | | of America only | | ihe Supplcnienial Box | 


Box No. Ill FURTHER APPLICANT(S) AND/OR (FURTHER) INVENTOR(S) 





Kanie and address: (Family name foUowed by given name; for a legal entiti^, full official 
designation. The address must include postal code and name 'ofcountrv. The count i-y of the 
address indicated in t/iisBox is the applicant 's State (that is, count ly) of residence if no State 
of residence is indicated below.) 



KIM, You Kwang 

Advanced Display & MEMS Research Center » 
Daewoo Electronics Co., Ltd., 686, Ahyeon-Dong, 
Mapo-Gu, Seoul 121-709, Republic of Korea 



Slate (that is, conntty) of nationality: 



KR 



This person is: 

I j applicant only 

I appli'canl and inventor 

I I invenior only (If this check-box 
is marked, do not fill in below.) 



Slate (that is. country) of residence: 



KR 



This person is applicant 
for the purposes of: 



□ all 
Sir 



designated 
Slates 



nail designated Stales except P^H the United States I 1 ihc Stales indicated in 
the Unned States of America I [ of America only I I (he Supplemenlal Box 



Further appHcanis and/or (further) hiventors arc indicated on a conlinualion sheet. 



Box No. IV AGENT OR COMMON REPRESENTATIVE; OR ADDRESS FOR CORRESPONDENCE 



The person identified below is hereby/has been appointed to act on behalf 
of the applicant(s) before the competent Internaiional Authorities as: 



[xl agent c 



coinnion representative 



Name 



and address: (Family name followed by given name; for a legal entitv, full official 
designation. The address must include postal code and name of country.) 

JANG, Seong Ku 

17th Fl., KEC Building, 275-7, Yangjae-Dong, 
Seocho-Ku, Seoul 137-130, Republic of Korea 



Telephone No. 

82-2-589-0001 



Facsimile Nn. 

82-2-589-0002 



Tclcprinicr No. 



□ AcUlrcss for correspondence: Mark this check-box where no agent or common representative is/has been appointed and the 
space above is used instead to indicate a special address to which co rres£ondcnce should be scnl. 



•orm PCT/RO/IOI (firsl sheet) (July 1998; reprint January 2000) 



See Notes to the request form 



Name nnd address: (Family name followed by given name: for a legal eniin\ full ojjlcial 
designation. The address musi include posial 'code and name ofcounliy. The counny of the 
ad(fress indicated in this Box is (he applicant s State (that is, countiy) of residence if no State 
of residence is indicated below,) 

KIM, Sang Gook 

' ' Advanced Display & MEMS Research Center, 

Daewoo Electronics Co., Ltd., 686, Ahyeon-Dong, 
Mapo-Gu, Seoul 121-709, Republic of Korea 


This pei-soii is: 

1 1 finnlif^iinl iii^lv 

1 1 u}J|JI 1 i»ul 1 1 lllJIJr 

[' x| applicant find inventor ' 

inventor only (If this check-bos 
is marked. Jo noifdl in below.) 


Stale (that ix. covntrv) ol nalionaJilv: 

KR 


Stale ^//lo/ is, coumn) of residence: 

KR 




Sheet No 2 



Conthnintion of Box No. Ill 

i 



FURTHER APPLICANT(S) AND/OR (FURTHER) INVENTOR(S) 



// none of the following sub-boxes is used, this sheet should not be included in the raiiuest. 



This person is applicant 
lor the purposes of: 



U<iii uMisiinitu vAwtjji I 1 the United Siiiics | 1 (he States indicated in 
the United Stales of America I Xl of America only , | | the .Supplemental Box 



□ all designated j 1 all designated States except 
States ' ' ' * 



Nome and address: (Family name followed by given name: for a legal entif}>,fitll official 
designation. The address must inchide postalcode and name ofcountrxK The coitntn> of the 
adcfress indicated in this Box is the applicant 's Stale (that is, countiy) of residence ij no St ate 
of residence is indicated beloa*.) 

HWANG, Kyu Ho 

Advanced Display & MEMS Research Center, 

Daewoo Electronics Co., Ltd., 686, Ahyeon-Dong, 

Mapo-Gu, Seoul 121-709, Republic of Korea 



This person is: 

I I applicant only 

I X I appltcani and inventor 

I I inventor only (If this check-box 
is marked, do not fill in below.) 



Slate (that is. country) of nationality: 



KR 



Slate (that is. cotmtry) of residence: 



KR 



This person is applicant 
for the purposes of: 



□ nil designated 



Slates 



□ all desi2:naicd Slates except 
the United Stales of America 



Hthe United Stales i 1 
of America only | | 



the Stales indicated in 
the Supplenienial Box 



Name and address: (Family name followed by given name: for a legal entity^ full official 
designation. The address must include postal code and name of countiy. ^ The countiy of the 
address indicated in this 8 ax is the appficant s State (that is, count ryO of residence if no State 
of residence is indicated below.) 



This person is: 

I I applicant only 

I I applicant iind inventor 

I I inventor (mJv (If this check-bos 
^ ' is marked, do not fill in below.) 



Slate (that i.s. country; of nationality: 


State (that is. country) of residence: 


'fhis person is applicant l 1 all dcsignnicd J 1 all designated States except | 1 the United Stales i 1 ihc Stales indicated in 

for the purposes of: 1 1 States | | the United Slates of America | | of America only | | ihc Supplemental Box 


Name and address: (Family name followed by given name: for a legal entity, full official 
designation. The address must include postalcode and name of country. The countiy of the 
address indicated in this Box is the applicant 's State (that is, countiy) of residence if no State 
of residence is indicated below.) 


This person is: 

1 1 applicant only 

[ 1 applicant and inventor 

1 1 i n vc nt or on ly (If this check-bos 
is marked, do'nai fill in below.) 


Stale (that /.v. country) of nalionalily: 


Stale (that is. countiy) of residence: 


*f his person is applicant i 1 al! designated | 1 all designated States except | 1 the United Stales i 1 the States indicated in 

for ihc purposes ni'; 1 | Smies | | the Unilcd Sinics of Aincricn | | of America only | | the .Stipplemeninl Bon 


[ 1 Tiirther apph'canis and/or (further) inventors are indicated on another continuation sheet. 



Form PC T/RO/IO I (continuation sheet) (July 1 998; reprint January 2000) Sec !\'ates to the request form 




-•*, 




) 



Sheet No. 



Box No.V DESIGNATION OF STATES 



Tiie following designations are hereby made under Rule 4.9(a) fmark the applicable check-boxes: at least one must be marked): 
Rcgion^il Pntcnt 

□ AP ARIPO Patent: GH Ghana, GM Gambia, KE Kenya, LS Lesotho. M\V Malawi, SD Sudan. SL Sierra Leone, SZ Swaziinnd, 

TZ United Republic of Tanzania. UG Uganda, ZW Zimbabwe, and any other Slate which is a Coniraciing State of the Horare 
Protocol and of the PCT 

□ EA Eurasian Patent: AM Armenia. A Z Azerbaijan, BY Belarus, KG Kyrgyzslan, KZ Kazakhstan. MD Republic of Moldova. 

RU Russian Federation, TJ Tajikistan. TM Turkmenistan, and any other Stale which is a Contracting Stale of the Eurasian Patent 

Convention and of the PCT 

[3-EP European Patent: AT Austria. -BE Belgium,- GH and- LI Switzerland -and Liechtenstein.- GY -Cyprus, DE Germnnyr 
DK Denmark, ES Spain, Fl Finland, FR France, GB United Kincdom. CR Greece, IE Ireland, IT Ualy. LU Luxembourg. 
MC Monaco. NL Netherlands, PT Portugal, SE Sweden, and any other Slate which is a Contracting Siaic ofthe European Patent 
Convention and of the PCT 

□ OA OAPl Patent: BF Burkina Faso. BJ Benin, CF Central African Republic, CG Congo, CI Cole dMvoire. CM Cameroon. 
GA-Gabon. GN Guinea: GW-Guinea-Bjssau,-ML-Mali, MR-Mauriiania:-N&Niger,-SN SenecalrTD Ghad.-TG Togo, and any- 

olhcr State which is a member State of OAPI and a Contracting State of the PCT (i^ other kindqfproteciion orfreafmenf desired, 

specify on doited line) 

National Patent Of other kind of protection or treatment desired, specify on dotted line): 

□ AE United Arab Emirates □ LR Liberia 

□ AL Albania □ LS 

□ AM Armenia Q LT 



Lesotho 

Lithuania 
Luxembourg 
Latvia 

Morocco 

Republic of Moldova 



□ AT Austria □ LU 

□ AU Australia □ LV 

□ AZ Azerbaijan □ ma 

□ BA Bosnia and Herzegovina □ mD 

□ BB Barbados □ MG Madagascar 

□ BG Bulgaria □ MK The former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia 

□ BR Brazil ; 

□ BY Belarus □ MN Mongolia 

□ CA Canada □ MW Malawi 



□ CH and LI Switzerland and Liechtenstein 



□ MX 



S CN China □ NO 

□ CR Costa Rica . □ NZ 

□ CU Cuba □ PL 

□ CZ Czech Republic □ PT 

□ DE Germany □ RO 

□ DK Denmark DrU 



□ DM Dominica 



□ SD 



□ EE Estonia DSE 

□ ES Spain □ SG 

□ Fl Finland □ SI 

□ GB United Kingdojii □ SK 

□ GD Grenada □ SL 

□ GE Georgia □ TJ 

□ GH Ghana □ TM 



□ cm Gambia 



□ TR 



□ HR 

□ HU 

□ ID 

□ IL 

□ IN 

□ IS 
JP 

□ KE 

□ KG 

□ KP 

□ KR 

□ KZ 

□ LC 

□ LK 



Croatia □ TT 

Hungary □ TZ 

Indonesia CI UA 

Israel □ UG 

India E US 

Iceland 

Japan □ UZ 

Kenya □ VN 

Kyrgyzslan □ VU 



Mexico 

Norway 

New Zealand 

Poland 

Portugal 

Romania 

Russian Federation 

Sudan 

Sweden 

Singapore 

Slovenia 

Slovakia 

Sierra Leone 

Tajikistan 

Turkmenistan 

Turkey 

Trinidad and Tobago .... 
United Republic of Tanzania 

Ukraine 

Uganda 

United States of America . . 



Democratic People's Republic of Korea 



□ ZA 

□ ZW 



Uzbekistan . 
Viet Nam . . 

Yugoslavia . 
South Africa 
Zimbabwe . . 



Republic of Korea Check-boxes reserved for designniinc Slates which have 

, , become party lo the PCT after issuance of litis sheet: 

Kazakhstan * • 



Sninl Lucia 
Sri Lanka 



□ 
□ 



Prccnutionary Designation Statement: In addition to the designations made above, the applicant also makes under Rule 4.9(b) all other 
dcsignoiions which would be permined under the PCT except any designation(s) indicated in the Supplemental Box as being excluded 
from ihc scope of ihis sinicment. The applicant declares thai those additional designations arc subject to conrirmaiion and thai any 
designation which is nol confnmed before ihc expiration of 1 5 months from the priority dale is to be regarded as withdrawn by the applicant 
at the expiration of that lime limit. (CorT/irma/ion (indudingfees) must reach the receiving Office wifhin the IS-month time iimit.) 



Form PCT/RO/IOl (second sheet) (January 2000) 



See Nmes to the request form 




Shcel No. 



Box No. VI PRIORIT'Y CLAJM 



y—. 



I I Further priority claiind arc indicated in the Siipplementa} Box. 



Filing date 
ofearlier application 



item ( I ) 

5 June 1999 
(05. 06. 1999) 



Number 
of earlier application 



1999-20852 



Where earlier application is: 



national application: 
country 



KR 



regional application:* 
regional Office 



inlcrnalional application: 
• receiving Office 



Uem (2) _ 

5 June 1999 " 
(05. 06. 1999) 



1999-20854 



KR 



item (3) 



□ 



The receiving Office is requested to prepare and transmit to the International Bureau a certified copy 
of the earlier application(s) (onfy if the earlier application was filed with the Office which for the 
purposes of the present international application is the receiving Office) identified above as item(s): 



* H-hc^re the earlier application is an ARJPO application, it is mandatory* to indicate in the Supplemental Box at least one c ountry party to the Pnrix 
Comt-ntiun/or the Protection of Industrial Property for which that earlier application was filed (Rule 4. 1 OfbjQ'iJ), See Siippkumnial Box. 



Box No. VII INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 



Cholceof International Searching Authority (ISA) 
(if two or more International Searching Avihoriiies are 
competent to carrv out the international search, indicate 
the Aiithorin* chosen: the uvo-letter code may be used) : 



ISA/ 



AT 



Request to use results of earlier search; reference to thnt search (if an earlier 
search has been carried out by or requested from tJte International Searching Authorir\'): 



Date (day/month/year) 



Number 



Country (or regional Office) 



Box No. VUl CHECK LIST; LANGUAGE OF FILING 



This international application contains 
the following number of sheets: 

request : 4 

description (excluding 
sequence listing part) : 17 

claims 9 

abstract : \ 

drawings : 6 

sequence listing part 
of description 

Totnl number of sheets 



37 



This international application is accompanied by the item(s) marked below: 

1 . H fee calculation sheet 

2. B separate signed power of attorney 

3. □ copy of general power of attorney: reference number, if any: 

4. □ statement explaining lack of signature 

5. g] priority document(s) identified in Box No. VI as item(s): 

6. □ translation of international application into (language): 

7. □ separate indications concerning deposited microorganism or other biological material 

8. □ nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence listing in computer readable form 

9. □ o\\\tx (specify)'. 



Figure of the drawings which - 
should accompany the abstract: *^ 



Language of filing of the 
international application: 



English 



Box No. IX SIGNATURE OF APPLICANT OR AGENT 



Next to each signature, indicate the name o/the person signing and the capacity* in which the person signs (if such capacity is not obvinusji otn trading the reqitest). 



JANG» Seong Ku 




I. 


Date ofactual receipt of the purported 
international application: 




2. Drawings: 
1 1 received: 


3. 


Corrected dale ofactual receipt due to later but 
timely received papers or drawings completing 
the purported international application: 






4. 


Date of timely receipt of the required 
corrections under PCT Article 1 1(2): 






1 1 not received: 


5. 


International Searching Authority ,q . . 
(if I wo or more arc competent): luA / 




6. 1 — 1 Transmittal of search copy delayed 
1 1 until search fee is paid. 
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